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Support communication
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Check for understanding
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Work with your learners to ensure they have correctly understood and interpreted the
message being conveyed.
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Help learners express themselves

In challenging situations Consider what might be barriers for learners in the following
learners often need to situations.

use higher level
language skills to resolve
conflicts or solve
problems.

e Retelling their side of the story.

e Discussing their feelings.

e Discussing how others may be feeling.

e Apologising and resolving conflict.

e Agreeing to consequences and rules.

e Thinking and understanding what went wrong.

e Remembering new information about expectations.

e Having to listen, process, comprehend, and respond in high
stress situations.
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Honour student contributions

Listen to akonga and
honour their
contributions.

LISTEN

A short film made by and with nonspeaking autistic people
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Video hosted on Youtube http://youtu.be/H7dca7U7GI8
Closed Captions

Source:
Communication First
https://www.youtube.com/watch¢v=H7dca7U7GI8
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Support student advocacy

Help students to be able Support students to:

to talk about their needs + explain their learning needs and preferences to others.

and to advocate for « describe teaching approaches and resources that may be
themselves. barriers to learning.

« understand and articulate their rights and how to advocate for
them.

+ find out about, and access, available supports and resources.
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Ideas to support conversations

Strategies to support
learners to engage in
conversations.

Negotiation or conflict resolution

Support with pictures or drawing. Model new and key language.

Re-telling events

Talk it through first. Storyboard ideas in sequence. Provide sentence
starters.

Build confidence to use language

Use a puppet or toy. Encourage the toy to carry out the actions.

Increase vocabulary

Represent new vocabulary and concepts using objects and pictures.
Talk more to learners who talk the least.

Communication breakdown

Teach learners strategies to use, for example, gesturing for a
speaker to stop or by saying “Idon’t understand”.

Talking about emotions and feelings

Teach vocabulary for emotions, thoughts and feelings. Use pictures
of different facial expressions to explore language.

Talking to others or sharing in a group

Give time so learners can process language and think about what
they want to say.
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Information on the Inclusive Education website is regularly updated so we recommend you check the website version of this information to ensure it remains
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