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Connect with daily
iNnteractions

A suggestion for implementing the strategy
'Foster relationships and partnerships' from
the Guide: Behaviour and learning

Includes: Foster positive relationships
Engage with positive activities
Make daily connections
Value akonga for who they are
Listen and learn together

Make time to connect


https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/
http://education.govt.nz/
https://inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/

Inclusive Education
From
Guide: Behaviour and learning

Strategy: Foster relationships and partnerships
Suggestion: Connect with daily interactions

Date

18 June 2026

Link
inclusive.tki.org.nz/guides/behaviour-and-learning/connect-with-daily-interactions

Foster positive relationships

We found that positive student-teacher relationships were
one of the most important factors for young people’s
engagement in school. Students were much more likely to
be engaged in learning activities when they felt their teacher
listened to them, helped them, respected them, and was fair
to them.

Source:

Growing Up in New Zealand - School engagement
https://www.growingup.co.nz/news/school-engagement-latest-
research-shows-student-teacher-relationships-academic-self-
belief-and-inclusivity-are-keys-to-success
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Engage with positive activities

Redoubt North
School staff and
students talk
about how they
have used lego to
engage and
excite their
learners.

Video hosted on Youtube http://youtu.be/pK5zHm4M52E
Closed Captions

Source:

The Prime Minister's Education Excellence Awards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pK5zHm4M52E&list=PL_w3BlkjWWI_5B3rZyofo4RORkxCsKRho&index=39
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Make daily connections

Feelings of belonging e Connect to welcome students into the class.

and being valued are at e Connect, chat and show you care. For example, open a

the heart of learning and conversation about known interests, whanau, important
behaviour. What you people, role models.

think, say and do e Connect and value culture. For example, open a conversation

with te reo or aspects of akonga pepeha, or incorporate tikanga,

matters because each cultural contexts and whakapapa.

interaction contributes e Connect and listen. Show that you respect their opinions and
to whanaungatanga and voice.

trust. e Connect with no agenda to deepen the relationship.

e Connect and be flexible. Allow for different approaches and
ways of being.
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Value akonga for who they are

“Learners don't just need
a teacher, they also need
someone who they feel
values them for who
they are”. This video i\ B o
highlights the role of all L LR
staff in positive daily Video hosted on Vimeo http://vimeo.com/519259690
interactions to support

Pasifika and non Pasifika

akonga.

Closed Captions

Source:
Ministry of Education Te Tahuhu o te Matauranga (Vimeo)
https://vimeo.com/showcase/8206263/vide0/519259690
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Listen and learn together

Building our knowledge helps us support children more effectively.
We are true partners when:

e you listen to what I have to say

e you acknowledge my intelligence

e you want to learn more about my ways
e youdon’tjudge me

e youengage me in genuine dialogue

e we make decisions together

e you show that my child matters to you

e youinclude my experience, knowledge, and viewpoints with
yours.
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Make time to connect

Ashhurst
school staff
explain
how flipped
learning
gives
teachers
more one-
to-one time
with
akonga,
resulting in
better
relationships

for learning.

Closed Captions

A Source:

Ministry of Education
secondary https://vimeo.com/285986746
example is

NZQA:
‘Going
Digital’ the
Tamaki
College
Story.
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This information was downloaded/printed from the Ministry of Education's website "Inclusive Education". Except where otherwise noted it is Crown Copyright
2018.

Information on the Inclusive Education website is regularly updated so we recommend you check the website version of this information to ensure it remains
current.
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